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Millionaires' pet projects
When philanthropy gets personal.

Katharine Sanderson

There areno rulesgoverning how philarthropic money is spert. This has
allowed a number of weathy individuals to throw cas at pet projects N
such aswhen Andrew Carrede sponsoredthe expedtion that discovereda
speciesof dinosaur, earring him a namesake (Diplodocus carregei).

Same pet projects might be regarded asabit crazy N or atleag against the
norm. Othershave focused on a specific area of research for more personal
reasns.

Take diabetes for examge. US ergineerLeelacoccais famedfor
inverting the Ford Mustang. He then set up the Olivio compary, which
makesmargarine and other cooking products from olive ail. In the early _ &
1980s lacocea's wife died from type-1 diabetes and sincethen lacoccahas  [Fo s S il
ploughedhis profits from Olivio into diabetesresearch, in particular The inventor of the Ford Mustang has
Denise Faustmaris group at Harvard Medical School in Cambridge, ploughed money into diabetes research
Massaclusetts. It waslacocca's philanthropy that drove Fawstmanto a
breakhrough discovery, she says.

lacaccais not ascientist. Heis arelatively rich manwho simply wantedto know whena cure for diabeteswould be
found. In 1998 he aked Fawstmanto take her reaults idertifying the T-cell defectin micethatisregonsible for diabetes
straight to anexperimert that would aim to find a cure. Fawsstmanwasconcernedthat this experimert would not be
regpectedby the sciertific community: "I explainedthat this wastoo big ajumpand | couldn't take thatrisk," she says.
But lacoccainsistedarnd put up the cash.

And it paid off. Fawstmans resaich ledto atreatmen that permarently regored normal blood-glucose levelsin micel
"He forced meto do a high-risk, high-berefit experiment,” says Fawstman

Outside the box

At the less mainstreamn end of the spectrum is the recertly closed Princeton Engineering AnomaliesResach (PEAR)

lab, at Princeton Univerdty, New Jersey. PEAR wasset up in 1979 tharks to a donation from arich aviator - James

McDonnell - who funded Robert Jan, atenured engineering professor at Princeton, and his qued to invedigate
telekiness (the akility to move objects using the power of the mind).

If science were only funded by itsown
inng sanctum it would never move
forward.

Brenda Dunne, who wasPEAR's laboratory marager, and who now
works atthe International Consciousness ResarchLaboratoriessays
that without philarthropy, fringe researchacivitiessuch astheirs
would not survive. "Philanthropists areour life blood,” she says,
"these peqple are wonderful." Dunne would not revealthe idertities
of these wonderful pele.

PEAR required $250,000 a yea, at most, to survive, says Dunne, and that money came from a number of intereded
individuals who often claimedto have experienced paranormal phenomenathemselves Dunne goesasfar asto sugged
that science depends on projects, such asPEAR, with philarnthropic funders "If science wereonly fundedby its own
inner sanctum it would never move forward,” she says.



Cold cash

A rich, anonymous, businessman(who macde his money from bakerieg in the United Statesis currertly funding reseach
into another much-derided scientifi c effort - the qued to get energy out of low-temperaure nuclear reactions (otherwise
known ascold fusion). The field is undergoing asmall resurgencelately, with the recen addition of alow-erergy
nuclearreacton session at the American Chemical Scciety's national meeting and a forthcoming talk by a cold-fusion
researcherata US Department of Defernce confererce.

Steve Krivit, edtor of the New Energy Times says that without philanthropic money, cold fusion wouldn't have
survived The topic hasso much stigmaattached, he says, thatit "isn't a subjectthat anyone wantsto touch,” referring to
the more tradtional funding bodies

ADVERTISEMENT

Click here to find out more!

The field's anonymous baker and backer doesn't consider himself a philanthropist, although he admits he hasgiven
millions of dollarsto cold-fusion reseaichers and fundeda number of graduate studertsin the area Much of the
researchdonein thefield sinceit wert wildly out of fashion - following the scardal surrounding Pons and Fleischmam'’s
irreproducible claimsin 1989 - hasbeenfundedby the resarchersthemslves "They arethe real philarthropists,” the
un-nameddonor says.

For more traditional research such asFawstmanis diabetesefforts, philarnthropy brings the wider picture of the reseaich
goal into sharper focus, she says. "It reminds you what you aremeart to be doing."
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